he sechided beoches, rugged cliffs and

brood coastal erraces of the Pecho
Coast have been privofely owred ond inoc-
cemsible to the public dnce the Spanish
Mission period  Bow this aren. situcied rorth
of the Porit San Luss Lighthause: and west of T8
the Irish Hils on Califernia’s Central Coast, &
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Wolcanic flows, earthquake movements and
ocean sculpting formed this land. Along this
dromalic sfretch of coostine, land and
climate combine ko suppart o wealth of e
Offshore in the open ooean, migroting
whales spoul and arch as they move north
and south with the seasons. In lake summes
. black mosses of sooky shearwalers wing ower
g - i L e niad the water fallowing anchovies up the coost -
| T ’ : - wier - A . ' ' ‘iﬁt E
. agenrowhe seenon ) 1% To'join one of these free . =.

‘beautiful Pecho Coast, never 7 guided hikes, . A hikes, ¢all for ressrvations g A
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The necrshora and inkerhidal commanities,
some of the mast pristine in the stole, are
corpeted with o dverse assortment of seo-
weeds and ocean creatures. Harbor seals
and sea.otiers haul out ol low fide to rest
and play on aftshore rocks Brown pelicans
and cormerants rocst nearby, and oysier-
cofchers and surf birds probe among the
seawesd for food

O land. the fresh frogrance of coostal sage
scrub fills the air along the
tresl This plant community
covers the lower slopes of
the: mountoins where it
absorbs ample supplies of
ain, fog and roin, Clok
woodionds nestle in more
sheliered slopes ond shady
conyons, A variely of
wildlife, from scrub-joys and
red-shouldered howks to
groy squarrels and boboots
may be seen by hkers
moving quietly through fhese

natural communities.

| Sandwiched between the
shrublands and the seacliffs
lie the constal errace grass-
lands, grazed during the loe

Age by on astonishing variety of large
mammals, including mommoths, bison, caomels
and giant ground skoths. Today, catile on the
coasta lerroce feed on o variety of native
and infrbduced species that bloom probusely
in I'|'||: 'Jr:lring

Human History

The wooded conyons, ferfile headlonds and
lush shereline tide pools have provided
dependable human sustenance for ot least
2000 years When fhe Spanish began
exploring and sefting the Central Coast,
Chumash Indians inhabiled the area. Their
rich and voried culture, reflecting the abun-
donce of the land, was disploced as the
Spanish ntroduced lond ownership and
ranching.

The developmesnt af Part San Luis ond tts

important shipping industry coincided with
the increasing setlement of the area during
the nineteenth century.  To maintain o safe

" hreakwalksd wers constructesd in 1BS0

e

part, the Paint San Luis Lighthouss and

These structures, and many other siles of
histaric inkerest, ore visible along and from
the Pecho Coast Trait—

M
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It your liker b0 hike and wan! lo experience
the diversity of landscope and life that char-
oclerize this spectocular oren, join

docents for o seven-mile .'
r::rur;d—hlp hike: olong the Pecho Coost Trod ‘

These free hikes, offered on weekdays and
weekends throughout the vear take about
eight hours. The hiking is moderale mest of
the way with a few shart strenuous stretches,
o loin o hike, call 805 541 TREK (541 8735, ‘

* The Pache Coast“Trall is a joint project of
':: |'H"e California Coastal Commissan,
Pacific Gas & Electric
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